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visit the house, and dwell in the image that has been
prepared for her. The priest, in order to obtain this
blessing, after several other ceremonies have been per-
formed, places his right hand on the breast of the image
and says, " Om ! welcome, Devi, to my house. Accept
my worship done according to the Sastras, 0 Dispenser
of blessings; O Lotus-eyed, I perform this autumnal
festival. Respond to me, O great goddess. Annihi-
lator of transgressions in this unfordable ocean of the
world. Save me, blessed goddess. I salute thee,
beloved. As thou art the only defender, O goddess,
the most beloved in the world, enter and stay with this
sacrifice as long as I am worshipping thee." After this,
the right eye, then the left, then the eye on the fore-
head, and afterwards the other parts of the body, are
touched by the priest, and an appropriate mantra
recited. This is the ceremony of Pranpratishtha, or the
giving of the life to the image. Next in order is the
sanctification of vessels and articles used in the cere-
mony.

For three mornings and three evenings the worship
is continued. In some houses, though not in all, a kid,
or more than one, is sacrificed. Sometimes a buffalo is
added. The victim is sanctified by Ganges water being
sprinkled on its head, and a little vermilion on its fore-
head. With one blow of the sacrificial knife the head
is severed from the body. A little of the blood is
placed before the image.

On the afternoon of the fourth day the goddess is
supposed to take leave of the image. Elaborate dis-
missal ceremonies are gone through, and an invitation
is given to her to return at the next annual festival.
When this is over, the image is taken from the platform,
the women of the household and others walk round it,